Workshops and Other Venues: Why Bother?

by Anthony Napoli, AAW,
CMW

Why bother with workshops,
seminars, demonstrations, or other
types of educational venues? These
venues are offered on a variety of
subjects, some at no charge, some
for small fees, and others that some
may consider expensive. The shar-
ing of information is the primary
purpose, but what do you get out of
it? Why should you take the time
out of your busy schedule? Why
attend when you can rent videos,
DVD’s, or read books for a whole
lot less? Let’s explore this and see
if it is worth your while.

I have been turning for a little
over three years. But, eight years
ago I decided to purchase the best
woodturning lathe that Harbor
Freight sold for $299.00. It was
a 12”7 x 36” cast iron bed with a
half horsepower motor, and all the
attachments including the stand.
One of the features I liked was the
swing out attachment for the tool
rest that would allow more freedom
for positioning around a piece. The
other feature I liked was that it had
a Reeves Pulley that allowed for
variable speeds by swinging a lever
handle while the lathe was run-
ning. [ am rather impatient when it
comes to converting tools for other
purposes and this feature was a
definite plus to not have to change
belt positions for the desired speed.
I also purchased the eight piece set
of high speed steel turning tools
available from Harbor Freight that
were made in China. It included a
couple of roughing gouges, a couple
of skews, a spindle gouge, a couple
of scrapers, and a parting tool for
about $35.00. A pretty cheap in-

vestment that I felt would solve some
of the woodworking problems that I
have had over the years.

For my first project I decided
to try something small and useful,
a handle for my files. I figured that
a handle should not be too difficult.
As it turned out I would have been
better off buying a one inch dowel,
cut it to length, sand the edges, and
drilling a hole to accept the file ends.
The finished turning had torn grain
and chop-outs. I tried another piece
of wood figuring that I either had the
wrong speed or the wood I selected
was not appropriate for turning. The
results were pretty much the same.
I decided to try again after I did
some further research. What made
me get around to finding the neces-
sary resources? After five years, my
motivator to learn how to turn came
down to the opening of a Woodcraft
store in a nearby city.

I took some classes related to
joinery and found that their staff
had the knowledge and that the
hands on really helped me grasp the
procedures and other aspects of the
subject. The first woodturning class
I took was a basic course where we
turned a garden dibble. First of all,
I had no clue what a garden dibble
was! I normally design my own
woodworking project and do not
usually follow a plan. I felt that I
had one advantage over the other
students, due to the fact that I have
worked with all types of tools for

most of my life, and I normally pick-
up how to use them fairly quickly.
The instructor asked for:

1) some background informa-
tion from the students about their
experience with woodturning

2) to rate their skill level from
one to ten, with ten being the best.

I stated that I had tried wood-
turning a few years earlier with less
than desirable results and graded
myself a five because of my tool
experience. But my hope for a
successful project was somewhat
diminished when one of the other
students said that he had been turn-
ing pens for some time and rated
himself lower than I had rated my-
self. 1 specifically remember after
this student’s statement, thinking
that this must be a lot harder than I
originally thought. Well, by the time
the class ended, I had a stubby rep-
resentation of a garden dibble, but
it had a good finish without sanding
and no chop out or torn grain. My
spirits were built back up by the end
of the class.

First Woodcraft project, a garden
dibble turned April 2005. The
dimensions are a little off (8”1 x
1-3/4 t).

Over the last two years, [ have
taken nine woodturning classes from
Woodcraft with the majority taught
by two of their staff (John and Mike)
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who are both from the British Isles
and who have become my mentors.
Shortly after getting to know John,
he invited me to the Carolina Moun-
tain Woodturners (CMW) meeting
in Asheville, North Carolina. The
first meeting we attended featured
a local turner, Talmadge Murphey,
and he presented “Balanced Multi-
axis Pieces.” When he completed
the piece it had four handles. My
first impression was that there was
a lot more to woodturning than I
first anticipated. It took almost
eight months for me to get up the
nerve to take a class from a profes-
sional Woodturner. Don Derry was
presenting “Romancing the Curve,”
and that seemed like as good a place
to start as any. His demonstration
concentrated on the way lines are
incorporated into woodturning and
how to visualize how a curve will
look.

In my professional life, I regu-
larly attend seminars and listen to
someone discuss a topic. My basic
philosophy is that as long as I leave
a seminar with one thing that I can
use, I consider the time and money
well spent. 1 have always taken
notes at seminars because there is so
much information that I would not
remember most of it in a very short
time. As a result, I do the same at
the CMW monthly meetings and
workshops. By taking good notes
that include drawings, I have found
that it makes it a lot easier to remem-
ber what was demonstrated at some
point in the future. As I complete
each page of notes I tear it from the
pad. So that notes will not be easily
mixed up, I date my notes and use
unique page numbers (i.e. DDI1,
DD2, etc.). This allows me to place
them in a loose-leaf binder in the
correct order after I return home.

There are several reasons for
going to club meetings or attending
workshops. Let me discuss meet-
ings first. What I found was that I
left each meeting with several things
that I could practice and apply to the
way that I turn wood. For me, the
benefits of attending a CM'W meet-
ing include: 1) watching profession-
als perform their techniques, their
use of tools, and other practices, 2)
seeing the actual tools that they use
with any modifications, 3) being
able to ask questions and/or hear
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the professional answers to some-
one else’s questions, and 4) talking
with other club members about their
turned project or discussing what
you brought to show. This brings
up another point. If your club has
an “Instant Gallery” where mem-
bers can bring their latest project,
bring yours. This is one of the best
ways to gauge your project’s quality
against the other pieces on display.
If there is something there that in-
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terests you, it allows you to ask the
creator questions about it. I found
that I improved at a lot faster pace
than if [ had learned in a vacuum or
basically taught myself. By seeing
other woodturner’s projects, the
quality of my projects increased
(i.e. better tool use, better finishing
techniques, etc.).

But one of the greatest benefits
has been in taking a hands-on class
with a professional Woodturner.
The professional Woodturner brings
their skills and opinions to each
demonstration. Since they also
meet other professional woodturn-
ers in their travels, they exchange
and discuss procedures, techniques,
and other knowledge, which can be
passed on to other Woodturners, like
you and me. In many cases the fees
are relatively inexpensive. I have
found that by trying to duplicate
what they have just demonstrated,
this allows them to assist you per-
sonally. This hands-on approach
allows the professional to answer
any questions or concerns or just
alleviate any fears that you may
have before the workshop ends.
This lack of interaction is the main
reason why books, DVD’s, and/or
videos do not offer the same level
of education. Since these formats
cannot allow for the hands-on or
personal interaction it is often harder
to duplicate the shown task resulting
in both; frustration and poor results.
It can occur because something was
not presented clearly, steps may
have been glossed over, it was read
wrong, or it was missed. The physi-
cal presence of the professional can
alleviate any of these and others that
might exist.

In conclusion:

As you consider where you
want to spend your time, you need
to decide if being a member of a club
will offer you the following items:

1) Are the people in the club per-
sonable?

2) Are they willing to share their
ideas and knowledge with others?
3) Does the club offer educational
opportunities?

4) Do you want to learn new
things?

The last one is probably the
most important because if you only
go when you have spare time or you
do not feel that there is any benefit,
then it will be a waste of time. Also,
if you go sporadically, you will
miss most of the benefits that come
from being a consistently attending
member.

I make every effort not to
miss a club meeting. [ still review
workshops based on the topic and
what I can apply to the way I turn
wood. Ultimately, what you put
into a meeting or workshop will
equal or exceed what you get out of
participating. One of the best ways
of getting more out of attending is
by getting involved by volunteering
your time. This can be by assisting
with set-up, during the meeting, or
with clean-up after the meeting ends.
But the best way to learn and under-
stand about a club or organization is
by joining the Board of Directors.
You will better understand the club
or organization and if necessary be
in a better position to effect change.
So I urge you to participate and get
involved. Good luck with expand-
ing your woodturning knowledge
and horizons.
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Examining the tip of my gouge
I saw no nicks on the cutting edge...
and the shiny metal in the bowl
looked softer than steel. A couple
more light cuts and still no prob-
lems. But, on a next cut something
felt different.

I stopped the lathe, the bright
spot was gone, but nestled in the
chips inside the bowl was the re-
mains of a .22 caiber bullet! Photo
1, left arrow, shows where the bul-
let was lodged. Upper right arrow
shows the bowl’s center. Lower ar-
row, and Photo 2, show the bullet.
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Photo 2. Bullet with turning.

Note that there are two differ-
ent cut surfaces. The first cut is when
the bullet was first uncovered, the
second and side cut came when the
bullet was plucked from the wood
from the gouge’s cutting action.
Removing the bowl and examining
the outside showed no entry place
in line with the bullet’s entry chan-
nel either; an ongoing puzzle. The
bowl will finish up nicely as there
is enough bottom wood to eliminate
the bullet’s scar.

This led to some memories of
wood that had nails, barbed wire,
pieces of chain, etc. embedded with
bark grown over the wound. Ferrous




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


